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THE LATEST IDEAS IN SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING.
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Diamond: not all that
glitters is gold
Dr Oliver Williams, Cardiff University
Tuesday 6th March, 7.30pm
Cafe Bar, The Gate, Keppoch St. Roath

Scientists can make better diamonds
than nature by compressing carbon
at extreme temperatures and pressures,
heating gases to extreme temperatures
with microwaves, or by blowing
things up. Man’s diamonds
of the future have applications as
diverse as ultra-fast devices for
computers and mobile phones
to smart drug delivery.
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We had our first ever TED talk,
given by Professor
Sathyaprakash. We also
welcomed new physics staff to the
School, these got straight into a
range of public engagement
activities including Science Cafe
(above).

Right: the types
of outreach
events carried
out by the
School during
2012. The
number of
exhibitions and
schools talks is
rising as TV and
radio activities
are decreasing.
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In 2012 we reached 485,492
people through popular talks,
newspaper articles, TV, magazine
articles, radio, exhibitions and
schools talks.

We start to see less TV and radio
interviews now that we’re in Herschel’s
final year, though we expect to see
Planck contributing more in the news
from 2013 onwards. Though the
number of people reached is less in
2012 compared to 2009-2011, the
impact and breadth of our activities is
likely higher since the School is
concentrating on smaller, engagement-
style events.
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what we did:

170

members of the general public
listened to our popular talks

210,000

read about our research in
popular science magazines

5

talks given in bars

403,600

people in Wales spoken to or
written for

1,440

inspired school children

200

teachers trained

1

heated argument on dark
matter in the Universe




