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Translated by Frank Hauser

I Director's notes I

| | frrst saw Huis Clos tn the
BBC versron wrth Harold
Prnter as Garcrn when i t  was
f i rst  broadcast rn 1964 or
thereabouts.  I  can' t  say I
remembered i t  a l l ,  but  i t  was
nna nf  fhnco nl .arrc rnrhirh <farror ' l

J!ujuv

wltn me.

I  have trred over the last  couple
of years to obtain the rrghts to
perform the play,  but  they have
been blocked as major theatres
rn London took opt ions on the
rrghts to No Fxi f ,  the Stuart
Grlbert  t ranslatron of  Sartre 's
Huis Clos.

I t  became lrke an i tch that  you
cannot scratch.  However,  the
rrghts drd become avai lable last

1

year and, rn drscussron with Er ic
Glass Limited, Sartre 's agents
for England, I  was of fered a
more modern translat ion of  the
play by Frank Hauser.

When I  read i t  I  leapt at  the
chance to use his version. To
mn i f  rnnmnrJ f^ l .r i lu rL 5cer i leu LU Oe a mofe

drrect  t ranslat ion than Gi lbert 's
No Exi t .  Intereslrngly r t  was
translated rn the year that
Grlbert  dred.

Al l  I  had to do now was make
sense of  i t .  Playing around wrth
the f lyer design, one thought I
had was to combine the names
Garcin,  Ines and Estel le which
gave me GARCINESTELLE Thts
put Ines at  the heart  of  the plaY

rn a mechanrcal  way.

My Assrstant Drrector,  Bob
Havard,  found Dr.  Jonathan
Webber 's prece 'There is
Something About lnez' (he
uses the spel l ing used by
Gi lbert  rather than Sartre 's own
spel l ing)

I  am indebted to Dr.  Webber for
rnsights rnto her character and
her functron in the play whrch
had always puzzled me.

Thrs puf Ines af  the hear l  of
the play f rom an intel lectual
perspectrve I  then knew how
I was going to shape the play
fn fe l l  fho cfnrr l  nf  tArna nnnnln

-,  r  - .  Lrrr  cc vcul .Jrs

t rapped rn hel l . 'Hel l  is  other

people '  -  my obyectrve rs to
show how that came about

Frank Hauser died thrs week
rn2007 l t  is  f i t t ing thal  h is
translat ion is being performed
on the anniversary of  hrs death.  I

I Ralf Togneri I

I Director I

Above: Ralf, centre, shows the
way to his cast .
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