Cardiff Perioperative Transoesophageal Echocardiography Course
Cardiff University & University Hospital of Wales, Heath Park, Cardiff
Introduction
The University Hospital of Wales, Cardiff is a regional and national centre of excellence for cardiothoracic
services. It is a referral centre for complex thoracic and cardiac procedures including complex mitral valve
repair, cardiac arrhythmia surgery, TAVI, major aortic including arch operation.
Objectives
This perioperative Transoesophageal Echocardiography (TOE) course is designed to provide the basic
knowledge on perioperative TOE to participants with no or very limited previous TOE experience. It is a five
day course which caters for cardiac anaesthetists, cardiac surgeons, cardiologists and Intensivists. It is
suitable for those pursuing ACTA/BSE or EACTA accreditation.
Course details
The course will provide an introduction to the use of transoesophageal echocardiography in theatre, critical
care and outpatients settings by a multidisciplinary faculty. The course will comprise of lectures on all basic
aspects of transoesophageal echocardiography, practical hands-on in-theatre experience and wet lab porcine
heart dissection culminating in a multiple choice question (MCQ) examination. Each course is limited to 8 -10
participants) for maximum exposure. Places will be awarded on first come first serve basis and please
register with full payment ASAP. When the course is full, applicants will be placed on our waiting list with
preference given for subsequent courses. A reading list will be sent to participants prior to the course. It is
strongly recommended that the candidate should obtain some basic knowledge in order to make the most of
the limited time available.
The day will start at 0800 hours with lectures interspersed with theatre sessions, critical care and outpatients
TOE clinics. The lectures are intended to provide knowledge about the fundamentals of TOE, its limitations
and the TOE findings of common cardiac pathologies. TOE simulators will also be available for enhanced
hands-on experience. The theatre sessions will be flexible including probe handling, optimising and acquiring
images, active discussion and case review. Images from the departmental archives and DVDs will be used to
augment the learning experience.
The process of learning peri-operative transoesophageal echocardiography is complicated and time
consuming and will require considerable input and commitment from the participant. Our aims are to teach
the participants how to perform and interpret a basic TOE examination, to enable better understanding to
direct further learning, and also to help them to recognise his/her limitations. On the last day of the course,
participants will undergo a MCQ test including videos to assess their basic level of knowledge. The
information provided at this CME activity is for continuing medical education purposes only and is not meant
to substitute the independent medical judgment of a physician relative to diagnostic and treatment options of
a specific patient’s medical condition.
Accreditation
A total of 15 and 12 CME points CME points from the Royal College of Anaesthetists and British Society of
Echocardiography, respectively.
Certificate
Participants completing the course satisfactorily will receive a certificate documenting CME points awarded.
Course Fee:
The course fee is £750 per participant (consultant) whilst trainee will receive a reduced rate at £600.
This includes daily lunch and one night course dinner with the faculty. Cheques should be made payable to
Cardiff University. Our cancellation and refund policy is as follows:
Cancellation received > 10 weeks prior to the start of the course will receive 100% refund.
> 8 weeks prior to the start of the course receive 75% refund.
> 4 weeks prior to the start of the course receive 50% refund. No refund if <4 weeks prior to the the
beginning of the course (i.e.14 September 2015)
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Course faculty
Dr. N Masani, Consultant Cardiologist, Past President (BSE)
Prof. A Fraser, Professor and Honorary Consultant in Cardiology, Past President (EAE)
Dr. R Wheeler, Consultant Cardiologist, Educational committee (BSE)
Prof. U von-Oppell, Consultant Cardiac Surgeon
Dr. Indu Deglurkar, Consultant Cardiac Surgeon
Dr. S Karthikeyan, Consultant Cardiothoracic Anaesthetist
Dr. C Tan, Consultant Cardiothoracic Anaesthetist
Dr. S Balachandran, Consultant Cardiothoracic Anaesthetist
Dr. J Dunne, Consultant Cardiothoracic Anaesthetist
Dr. R Abel, Consultant Cardiothoracic Anaesthetist
Course Programme
A provisional copy of the course programme is attached.
Honorary Contract
This is an intensive hands-on course for which you will need an honorary contract of “clinical access” with the
University Hospitals of Wales, Cardiff and Vale LHB for the period of the course. This includes vetting by our
Occupational health department with Hep B Status and Criminal Record Bureau (CRB) check.
Please contact:
Ann Dickinson (for trainee) or Fiona Gerrard (for consultant)
Medical Workforce
Lakeside complex
University Hospitals of Wales
Cardiff
CF14 4XW
Email: ann.dickinson@wales.nhs.uk or fiona.gerrard@wales.nhs.uk
Tel: 02920747747 ext 5272/ 3926
Accommodation
Accommodation in Cardiff includes a wide range of price options, from budget to four star hotels. More
information is available on Cardiff visitors centre website: www.visitcardiff.com. A pleasant B&B opposite
Heath Park (within 5mins walk to the hospital) is recommended at the following website:
http://www.eden147.co.uk at a cost of £45.00 per night with free car-parking. There is limited car-parking
available within the hospital and please contact john.hawkey@vincipark.co.uk for further details.
Contact Details
Dr Karthikeyan (email: sivagnanam.karthikeyan@wales.nhs.uk)
Dr. Christine Tan (email: christine.tan@wales.nhs.uk)
Dr. R Wheeler (email: richard.wheeler@wales.nhs.uk)
Ms. Maria Gundy (email: gundyma@cf.ac.uk)
Department of Anaesthetics, Intensive Care and Pain Medicine
Cardiff University
3rd Floor Main Building (B-C link corridor)
University Hospital of Wales,
CF14 4XN
UK
Tel: 02920 743110
Fax: 02920743412
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