
This guide offers you an easy and efficient way of finding information sources on the major events, 
initiatives and challenges within the European Union and across all the countries of Europe in 2016.

Click on the hyperlinks to find information sources as indexed in European Sources Online (ESO).  

ESO offers you access to an unrivalled range of substantive sources of information from international, 
European and national governments and organisations, NGOs, thinktanks + news and analysis.

Find information on what has been happening
in Europe through ESO

2016

http://www.europeansources.info/
http://www.europeansources.info/


Find information on what has been happening
in Europe through ESO – January 2016

• The Netherlands takes over the EU Presidency, 1 January 2016

• Migration to Europe – European Migration Challenges

• Find all recent information on Immigration / Migration / Refugees / Asylum

• Final days of the EU’s refugee strategy? Challenges for the EU

• Challenges to the Schengen Agreement

• Increased border restrictions in Denmark / Sweden / Norway / Austria / Germany / Macedonia

• Commission issues draft Schengen evaluation report on Greece, 27 January 2016

• Spain: Election, 20 December 2015 – Continuing efforts to form government through January 2016

• +  New Prime Minister Carles Puigdemont inaugurated in Catalonia, 10 January 2016

• Portugal: Presidential Election, 24 January 2016

• The BREXIT Debate [+ David Cameron negotiates with EU leaders, 29-31 January 2016]

• Poland: New Law and Justice government introduces controversial reforms. Orientation debate on the rule of law 
mechanism in European Commission, 13 January 2016, and subsequent developments

• World Economic Forum, Davos, 20-23 January 2016 – many Europe-related debates

• European Commission presents new measures against corporate tax avoidance, 28 January 2016

+ Find information on 2015 developments in Europe

http://www.europeansources.info/
http://www.europeansources.info/
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1209720
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=european union immigration policy &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1210103
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1210170
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1209758
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1209743
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1209686
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1210032
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1210290
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=macedonia immigration refugees &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1210241
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=spain election december 2015 &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1209851
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1210163
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=brexit &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1210302
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=poland political situation 2015 election&20&searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=poland political situation rule law&20&searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1210027
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1210263
http://www.cardiff.ac.uk/insrv/resources/edc/ESO_2015.pdf


Find information on what has been happening
in Europe through ESO – February 2016

• The BREXIT Debate

• European Council,  18-19 February 2016

• David Cameron’s statement following UK Cabinet meeting on EU settlement,  20 February 2016

• Further news and analysis of the launch of the Remain and Leave campaigns for the EU Settlement

• Migration to Europe – European Migration Challenges

• Find all recent information on Immigration / Migration / Refugees / Asylum

• European Council, Brussels, 18-19 February 2016

• Justice and Home Affairs Council, Brussels, 25 February 2016

• Challenges to the Schengen Agreement

• EU-Turkey Joint Action Plan

• Spain: Election, 20 December 2015 – Continuing efforts to form government through February 2016

• Ireland: General Election, 26 February 2016

• Commission presents Action Plan to strengthen the fight against terrorist financing, 2 February 2016

• European Commission issues 2016 Winter Economic Forecast, 4 February 2016

• Poland: Venice Commission starts inquiry into changes to Constitutional Tribunal, 8 February 2016

• European Commission presents Energy security package, 16 February 2016

• Orientation debate on the 2016 European Semester: Country reports, 24 February 2016

• European Commission publishes EU-U.S. Privacy Shield, 29 February 2016

http://www.europeansources.info/
http://www.europeansources.info/
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=european council february 2016 brexit &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1210754
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=brexit bremain june 23 referendum 2016&searchOption=
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=european union immigration policy &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1210385
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1210797
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1210170
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=european challenges migration turkey action plan 2016 &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=spain election december 2015 &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=ireland political situation 2016 election 26 &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=action plan terrorist 2016 financing&searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=winter economic forecast 2016 &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=poland venice commission &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1210638
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1210902
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1210933


Find information on what has been happening
in Europe through ESO – March 2016

• European Council, Brussels, 17-18 March 2016

• BREXIT – Campaigning begins by Remain and Leave groups for the EU Referendum in June 2016

• Migration to Europe – European Migration Challenges

• Find all recent information on Immigration / Migration / Refugees / Asylum

• European Commission proposes Roadmap for restoring fully functioning Schengen system, 4 March 2016

• International Summit: Meeting of the EU heads of state or government with Turkey, Brussels, 7 March 2016

• European Council, Brussels, 17-18 March 2016

• EU-Turkey Statement, 18 March 2016

• Spain: Election, 20 December 2015 – Continuing efforts to form government through March 2016

• Ireland: General Election, 26 February 2016 – Attempts to form  government through March 2016

• Germany: Regional Elections, 13 March 2016

• Tripartite Social Summit, Brussels, 16 March 2016 – relaunch of Social Dialogue

• European Commission adopts Communication on ways to help the steel industry in Europe, 16 March 2016

• Poland: Venice Commission issues opinion on changes to Constitutional Tribunal,  11 March2016

• Belgium: Terrorist attacks in Brussels, 22 March 2016

• EU-India Summit, Brussels, 30 March 2016

• European Semester 2016  – ongoing developments in March 2016

http://www.europeansources.info/
http://www.europeansources.info/
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1211228
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=brexit &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=european union immigration policy &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=schengen roadmap march 2016 &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1210981
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1211228
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2016/03/18-eu-turkey-statement/
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=spain election december 2015 &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=ireland political situation 2016 election 26 &searchOption=all
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http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=steel%20industry%20imports%202016%20&searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=poland venice commission &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=2016 march belgium terrorism brussels&searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1211648
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=brexit bremain june 23 referendum 2016&searchOption=all


Find information on what has been happening
in Europe through ESO – April 2016

• Migration to Europe – European Migration Challenges

• Find all recent information on Immigration / Migration / Refugees / Asylum

• The EU-Turkey Statement of March 2016 becomes operational in April 2016

• Italy fears large-scale influx of migrants from Libya

• EU Referendum in the UK, 23 June 2016 – BREXIT / BREMAIN

• Vote Leave and Stronger in Europe chosen as lead campaigning groups by the Electoral Commission, 13 April 2016

• HM Treasury publishes analysis of the long-term economic impact of EU membership and the alternatives, 18 April 2016

• Input of US President Obama in the Brexit Debate during his visit to the UK, 21-23 April 2016

• European Commission sends Statement of Objections to Google on Android operating system and applications, 
20 April 2016

• Spain: Election, 20 December 2015 – Continuing efforts to form government through April 2016

• Ireland: General Election, 26 February 2016 – Continuing attempts to form  government through April 2016

• Austria: Presidential election, 24 April 2016 [1st Round]

• Serbia: Parliamentary election, 24 April 2016

• EU adopts a Communication on an integrated European Union policy for the Arctic, 27 April 2016

http://www.europeansources.info/
http://www.europeansources.info/
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=european union immigration policy &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=european challenges migration turkey statement &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=european challenges migration italy libya 2016 &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=brexit bremain june 23 referendum 2016&searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1212055
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1212168
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=brexit united states america obama &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=google android competition &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=ireland political situation 2016 election 26 &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=austria presidential election 2016 &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=serbia parliamentary election 2016 april &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1212543


Find information on what has been happening
in Europe through ESO – May 2016

• Migration to Europe – European Migration Challenges

• Find all recent information on Immigration / Migration / Refugees / Asylum

• European Commission adopts further legislative proposals and initiatives, 4 May 2016 – Common European Asylum System / 
Visa-free travel for citizens of Turkey and Kosovo / Temporary internal border controls

• Turkey : Visa liberalisation and implementation of EU-Turkey settlement

• EU Referendum in the UK, 23 June 2016 – BREXIT / BREMAIN

• Information Guide to the EU Referendum

• European Commission issues Spring 2016 Economic Forecast, 3 May 2016

• European Commission prohibits Hutchison's proposed acquisition of Telefónica UK, 11 May 2016

• European Commission proposes 2016 country-specific recommendations (CSRs), setting out its economic policy guidance 
for individual Member States for the next 12-18 months, 18 May 2016

• Austria: Presidential election, 24 April 2016 [1st Round]  / 22 May 2016 [2nd Round]

• Resignation of Austrian Chancellor Werner Faymann, 9 May 2016 / Election of Christian Kern as new Chancellor, 13 May 2016

• Labour reform in France – Legislative package forced through and social / labour unrest

• Spain: New election announced for 26 June 2016 as attempts to form government fail

• Greece: Debt crisis – Eurogroup statement on Greece, 24 May 2016

• Turkey: Resignation of Ahmet Davutoğlu as Prime Minister, 5 May 2016

• Anti-Corruption Summit, London, 12 May 2016

http://www.europeansources.info/
http://www.europeansources.info/
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=european union immigration policy &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1212759
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1212755
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1212754
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1212753
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=turkey visa liberalisation &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=brexit bremain june 23 referendum 2016&searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1193543
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1212701
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=o2 hutchison &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=csrs 2016 &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=austria presidential election 2016 &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1212903
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=france labour reform khomri &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=spain parliamentary election 2016 june &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1213337
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=turkey prime minister 2016 erdogan &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1213043


Find information on what has been happening
in Europe through ESO – June 2016

• European Council, 28-29 June 2016

• Further background information sources

• The EU High Representative presents EU Global Strategy for Foreign and Security Policy, 28 June 2016

• Migration to Europe – European Migration Challenges

• Find all recent information on Immigration / Migration / Refugees / Asylum

• European Commission announces (1) New Migration Partnership Framework - reinforced cooperation with third countries  
(2) Action Plan on Integration and plans to reform ‘Blue Card’ system, 7 June 2016 

• Council of the European Union and European Parliament agree details of the legislative proposal regarding a European 
Border and Coast Guard, 21 June 2016

• Spain: Election, 26 June 2016

• Iceland: Presidential election, 26 June 2016

• Slovak Republic takes over Presidency of the Council of the European Union, 1 July 2016

• EU Referendum in the UK, 23 June 2016 – BREXIT / BREMAIN

• Information Guide to the EU Referendum [includes links to sources on the results and subsequent analysis]

• Reaction in the EU

• Reaction in the UK / Northern Ireland / Scotland / Wales / Gibraltar

• Reaction in France / Germany / Ireland / Italy / Netherlands / Poland / Spain

• Reaction from Think Tanks

http://www.europeansources.info/
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http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=european council june 2016 brussels &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1214412
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http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1213653
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1213651
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1214157
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=spain parliamentary election 2016 june &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1214239
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1213044
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=brexit bremain june 23 referendum 2016&searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1193543
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=reaction brexit european institutions &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1214195
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=northern ireland brexit reaction &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=scotland brexit reaction &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=wales brexit reaction &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1214463
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=france brexit reaction &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=germany brexit reaction &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1214450
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=italy brexit reaction &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=netherlands brexit reaction &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=poland brexit reaction &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=spain brexit reaction &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1214205


Find information on what has been happening
in Europe through ESO – July 2016

• Slovak Republic takes over Presidency of the Council of the European Union, 1 July 2016

• EU Referendum in the UK, 23 June 2016 – BREXIT / BREMAIN – further reactions in July 2016

• Information Guide to the EU Referendum [includes links to sources on the results and subsequent analysis]

• Reaction in the EU

• Reaction in the UK / Northern Ireland / Scotland / Wales

• Reaction in France / Germany / Italy / Netherlands / Poland / Spain / Ireland

• Reaction from Think Tanks

• New UK Government under Prime Minister Theresa May, 13 July 2016

• NATO Summit, Warsaw, 8-9 July 2016

• National defence developments

• Germany: White Paper on German Security Policy and the Future of the Bundeswehr, July 2016

• United Kingdom: Debate and vote in House of Commons on renewing the Trident nuclear deterrent system, 18 July 2016

• Terrorism-related attacks in July 2016 in France and Germany [+ Find all information in ESO on terrorism]

• Turkey: Attempted coup, 15 July 2016 and subsequent developments

• European Banking Authority issue the results of the 2016 Stress tests for European banks, 29 July 2016

• Spain: Continued efforts to create a government following General Election, 26 June 2016

• European Migration Challenges

• New European Commission initiative, 13 July 2016 [+ Find all information in ESO on European Migration Challenges]
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Find information on what has been happening
in Europe through ESO – August 2016

• EU Referendum in the UK, 23 June 2016 – BREXIT / BREMAIN – further reactions in August 2016

• Information Guide to the EU Referendum [includes links to sources on the results and subsequent analysis]

• Reaction in the EU – Reinventing the EU after Brexit

• Reaction in the UK / Northern Ireland / Scotland / Wales

• Reaction in France / Germany / Italy / Netherlands / Poland / Spain / Ireland

• UK Chancellor Philip Hammond guarantees EU funding beyond date UK leaves the EU, 13 August 2016

• Turkey: Attempted coup, 15 July 2016 and subsequent developments

• Spain: Continued efforts to create a government following General Election, 26 June 2016

• European Migration Challenges

• Austria, Denmark and Sweden move towards tougher asylum rules / One year on: Germany / Austria / Italy

• European Commission concludes that tax benefits offered by Ireland to Apple constitute illegal state aid, 30 August 2016

• TTIP – what are the prospects for the proposed agreement between the European Union and the United States?

• Rapprochement meeting between Turkey's President Erdogan and Russia's President Putin, St Petersburg, 9 August 2016

• Earthquake in central Italy, 24 August 2016

• France:

• Presidential election 2017 - more French politicians declare intention to stand as candidate

• The Burkini ban

• Ukraine:

• Rise in tension with Russia over Crimea, August 2016

• 25th anniversary of the independence of Ukraine, 24 August 2016
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Find information on what has been happening
in Europe through ESO – September 2016

• State of the Union speech by the President of the European Commission Jean-Claude Juncker, 14 September 2016

• Informal meeting of the 27 heads of state or government, Bratislava, 16 September 2016 – the EU without the UK

• Informal meeting of EU Defence Ministers, Bratislava, 27 September 2016 - moves towards more defence cooperation

• European Parliament Hearing for Sir Julian King as proposed UK European Commissioner, 12 September 2016

• Spain:

• Continued efforts to create a government following General Election, 26 June 2016

• Catalonia: National Day / La Diada, 11 September 2016

• Galicia / Basque Country: Regional Elections, 25 September 2016

• Socialists in crisis - Resignation of PSOE leader Pedro Sánchez, 1 October 2016

• Belarus: Legislative Election, 11 September 2016

• Croatia: Legislative Election, 11 September 2016

• Russia: Legislative Election, 18 September 2016

• Germany – State elections in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, 4 September 2016 and Berlin, 18 September 2016. Reaction of 
Chancellor Merkel

• G20 Leaders Summit, Hangzhou, China 4-5 September 2016

• European Commission proposes reform of copyright laws, 14 September 2016

• European Commission proposes a mandatory Transparency Register, 28 September 2016

• Ongoing Issues:   Brexit / European Migration Challenges
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Find information on what has been happening
in Europe through ESO – October 2016

• European Council, Brussels, 20-21 October 2016

• European Commission launches its Legislative and Work Programme for 2017, 25 October 2016

• EU-Canada summit, Brussels, 30 October 2016: signing of Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) and Strategic Partnership 
Agreement (SPA)

• European Commission proposes major corporate tax reform for the EU, 25 October 2016: Common Consolidated Corporate Tax Base
(CCCTB)

• Spain:

• Continued efforts to create a government following General Election, 26 June 2016

• Socialists in crisis - Resignation of PSOE leader Pedro Sánchez, 1 October 2016

• Government led by Mariano Rajoy agreed, 29 October 2016

• Hungary: Referendum on migrant quotas, 2 October 2016

• Georgia: Parliamentary Election, 8 October 2016

• Lithuania: Parliamentary Election, 9 October 2016 [1st Round] / 23 October 2016 [2nd Round]

• Montenegro: Parliamentary Election, 16 October 2016

• Iceland: Parliamentary Election, 29 October 2016

• Moldova: Presidential Election, 30 October 2016 / 13 November 2016 [possible 2nd Round]

• Ongoing Issues:

• Brexit: UK Prime Minister announces, 2 October 2016,  the process to repeal the European Communities Act and the triggering of Article 50 by March 2017 
etc.  Tensions with the devolved administrations and setting up of a Joint Ministerial Committee [EU Negotiations], 24 October 2016

• European Migration Challenges including setting up of the European Border and Coast Guard Agency, 6 October 2016 
+ clearing of The Jungle at Calais in late October 2016

• The Crisis in Syria and, in particular, the criticism of Syria and Russia over the attacks on Aleppo
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Find information on what has been happening
in Europe through ESO – November 2016

• European Commission adopts the 2016 Enlargement Package, 9 November 2016

• European Commission proposes to establish a European Travel Information and Authorisation System (ETIAS) to strengthen security checks 
on visa-free travellers, 16 November 2016

• Launch of the European Semester 2017, 16 November 2016 – sets out economic and social priorities for the EU, the euro area and the 
Member States' levels

• European Commission presents a comprehensive package of reforms to strengthen the resilience of EU banks, 23 November 2016

• European Commission launches Clean Energy for All Europeans legislative package, 30 November 2016

• European Commission adopts a European Defence Action Plan, 30 November 2016

• Hungary: Referendum on migrant quotas, 2 October 2016 - Hungarian MPs reject proposal for constitutional amendment, 8 November 2016

• Moldova: Presidential Election, 30 October 2016 / 13 November 2016 

• Bulgaria: Presidential Election, 6 and 13 November 2016

• US Presidential Election, 8 November 2016 – Reaction in Europe to the victory of Donald Trump

• Germany: Chancellor Merkel announces 20 November 2016 that she will stand in the 2017 federal elections for a 4th term
European Parliament President Martin Schulz announces 24 November 2016 that he will return to German national politics in 2017

• France: Primary for the Centre Right, 20 and 27 November 2016: François Fillon becomes candidate for the Les Républicains in the 2017 
Presidential Election

• Ongoing Issues:

• Brexit: Article 50 Challenge High Court ruling, 3 November 2016 and lead-up to the appeal held in the Supreme Court, 5-8 December 2016

• Spain: Parliamentary Elections, 20 December 2015 / 26 June 2016: New government finally formed, 3 November 2016
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Find information on what has been happening
in Europe through ESO – December 2016

• European Council, Brussels, 15 December 2016

• European Council launches the European Solidarity Corps, 7 December 2016

• European Commission proposes to update EU rules on social security coordination, 13 December 2016

• Galileo – Europe's satellite navigation system started offering its initial services to public authorities, 
businesses and citizens, 15 December 2016

• Italy: Constitutional Referendum, 4 December 2016.  Resignation of Matteo Renzi as Prime Minister. 
Paolo Gentiloni becomes PM

• Austria: Presidential Election, 4 December 2016

• Macedonia (FYROM):  Parliamentary Election, 11 December 2016

• Romania: Parliamentary Election, 11 December 2016

• Ongoing Issues:

• Brexit: Article 50 Challenge High Court ruling, 3 November 2016 and appeal hearing held in the Supreme Court, 
5-8 December 2016. + EU Chief Negotiator Michel Barnier Briefing, 6 December 2016

• European Migration Challenges:  European Commission reports on progress made under the European Agenda 
on Migration, 8 December 2016
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