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The Campaign in Wales…

• Traditional British/Welsh campaign from 
Conservatives

versus

• Welsh Labour











2017 Polls, Wales
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The Results: 2017 General Election: Wales

Party Vote Share (Change on 2015) Seats (Change on 2015)

Labour 48.9% (+12.1) 28 (+3)

Conservative 33.6% (+6.3) 8 (-3)

Plaid Cymru 10.4% (-1.7) 4 (+1)

Liberal Democrats 4.5% (-2.0) 0 (-1)

UKIP 2.0% (-11.6) 0

Greens 0.3% (-2.2) 0

Others 0.2% (-0.1) 0



The Results: Labour

• Won most votes and seats for 26th

successive general election in Wales (1922 
onwards)

• Highest vote share since 1997; and vote 
share decline in 0 seats in Wales

• Lost 0 deposits

• Highest Vote Share: Aberavon: 68.1%

• Lowest Vote Share: Montgomeryshire: 15.9%

Best Vote Share Changes From 2015

• Cardiff Central: +22.4%

• Aberavon: +19.2%

• Swansea West: +17.2%

• Cardiff South & Penarth: +16.7%

• Cardiff West: +16.0%

Worst Vote Share Changes from 2015

• Blaenau Gwent: +0.0%

• Brecon & Radnor: +3.3%

• Carmarthen East & Dinefwr: +5.6%

• Dwyfor Meirionydd: +7.2%

• Ogmore: +9.5%



The Results: Conservatives

• Highest Welsh vote share since 1935

• Vote shared declined in only one seat in 
Wales

• Lost 0 deposits

• Highest Vote Share: Monmouth: 53.1%

• Lowest Vote Share: Rhondda: 10.1%

Best Vote Share Changes From 2015

• Islwyn: +12.1%

• Wrexham: +12.0%

• Swansea East: +10.7%

• Clwyd South: +8.7%

• Caerphilly: +8.6%

Worst Vote Share Changes from 2015

• Cardiff North: -0.3%

• Vale of Glamorgan: +1.4%

• Preseli Pembrokeshire: +3.0%

• Carmarthen West & South Pembs: +3.1%

• Aberconwy: +3.1%



The Results: Plaid Cymru

• Lowest vote share since 1997

• Vote shared increased in only six seats

• Lost 16 deposits

• Highest Vote Share: Dwyfor Meirionydd: 45.1%

• Lowest Vote Share: Newport East: 2.4%

Best Vote Share Changes From 2015

• Blaenau Gwent: +12.3%

• Dwyfor Meirionydd: +4.3%

• Ceredigion: +1.6%

• Carmarthen East & Dinefwr: +0.9%

• Montgomery: +0.4%

Worst Vote Share Changes from 2015

• Swansea East: -5.6%

• Rhondda: -4.7%

• Llanelli: -4.7%

• Cardiff West: -4.4%

• Neath: -4.2%



The Results: Liberal Democrats

• Vote share down 2.0 points on dreadful 2015 
result

• Lowest vote share in Wales ever; lower than in 
Scotland or England

• Vote share increased in only two seats

• Lost 36 deposits

• Highest Vote Share: Brecon & Radnor: 29.1%

• Lowest Vote Share: Rhondda: 0.8%

Best Vote Share Changes From 2015

• Brecon & Radnor: +0.8%

• Preseli Pembrokeshire: +0.7%

• Carmarthen East & Dinefwr: -0.1%

• Carmarthen West & South Pembs: -0.1%

• Arfon: -0.4%

Worst Vote Share Changes from 2015

• Cardiff Central: -13.7%

• Pontypridd: -8.0%

• Ceredigion: -6.9%

• Swansea West: -5.6%

• Montgomery: -4.1%



The Results: UKIP

• Lost more than five-sixths of 2015 vote 
share in Wales

• All 32 Welsh candidates lost deposits; in 
2015, stood 40 candidates and all retained 
deposit

• Highest Vote Share: Islwyn: 4.4%

• Lowest Vote Share: Cardiff Central: 0.8%

Best Vote Share Changes From 2015

• Cardiff Central: -5.6%

• Cardiff North: -6.6%

• Brecon & Radnor: -6.9%

• Arfon: -8.5%

• Preseli Pembrokeshire: -8.5%

Worst Vote Share Changes from 2015

• Delyn: -16.4%

• Caerphilly: -16.3%

• Wrexham: -15.5%

• Newport East: -15.2%

• Torfaen: -15.1%
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Average Party Leader Ratings, Wales, April-June 2017
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Modelling Vote Choice in 2017 in Wales

• Logit model: Voted Labour or not (among those voting)

• Explanatory variables
• Social Background: Age, Sex, Class, Education

• General Political: Left-Right self-placement, Brexit vote 

choice, Govt approval (UK and Welsh), Party ID

• Leader Ratings: main two at UK and Welsh level (May, 

Corbyn, Jones, Wood)



Modelling 2017 Vote Choice in Wales

Model % cases correctly predicted Pseudo R2

Age, Education, Class, Sex 62.5 .09

Ideological self-placement 73.5 .22

Brexit Vote 64.0 .05

Party ID 81.1 .41

Government Approval 77.6 .30

Leader Ratings 86.0 .55

Composite Model 88.3 .64



Modelling 2017 Vote Choice in Wales



Modelling Vote Choice in 2017 in Wales: Carwyn .v. Corbyn
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The End of British Party Politics?

• Divergence of results across nations of 
UK

• Increasing differentiation of party 
organisation and campaigning

• But mixed impact? Wales an example 
where UK-level factors still driving vote 
choice
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